'THE   KING   DELIGHTETH   TO   HONOUR'
his beloved Marquis practically nothing, Charles was forgiven, and this feast was given specially to cement the reconciliation. The King and the Prince were both present, and between them and Buckingham a kind of triumvirate was established. On this evening was given a further demonstration of the high esteem in which James held his favourite, and the whole family of Villiers. He conferred a great honour upon their house when, at the end of the dinner, he rose and came personally to the table where many of them were seated, and drank a health to the noble family which, he professed, he desired to advance before all others. For himself, he declared, he lived to that end alone, and took this opportunity of commanding his posterity 6to advance that House above all others whatsoever5.1
By way of a practical demonstration of these sentiments, Lady Compton, the Marquis's mother, was raised on July ist to the dignity of Countess of Buckingham. To the general amusement she refused to share her title with her husband, whom she cordially detested, and he remained a mere knight. The new Countess was very jealous of her power and endeavoured to interfere in all her son's affairs. James was driven to warn her that her continued meddling could only result in her son's detriment. 'Her hand must be in all transactions, both of Church and State,3 writes an annalist, whilst Gondomar, the Spanish ambassador, satirically reported to Philip 'That there was never more hope of England's conversion to Rome than now; for there are more prayers offered to the mother than the son.'2
As may be imagined, it was now a topic of much speculation at court whether the Marquis would make the great
3 BIRCH, Court and Times of James I, n, p. 78. 2 WILSON, Life and Reign of James I, p. 728.
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